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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114. 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 03/02/2010 has 
been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4, 6-12, 13-16, 25-26, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Those claims disclose a 
processor-readable medium containing computer storage and communication media 
and that communication can be a carrier wave as disclosed in paragraph 108 of the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, Second Paragraph 

Claim 13-16 are rejected under 35 USC § 112, Second Paragraph , as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It recites the language "means for" without a clearly defined 
corresponding structure from the specification. In other words, one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be able to precisely identify the associated structure, material, or acts 
necessary for achieving the specified function within the specification - See MPEP 2181 
IV. 

Response to Amendment 
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This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 03/02/2010. Claim 1-4, 
6-26 and 28 are still pending in the current application. This action is made NON- 
FINAL. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-4, 6-26 and 28 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant argues that the cited 
references did not disclose presenting a quick EPG- navigation Ul in response to 
triggering user interactions that include a predetermined number of presses of the scroll 
forward key or a number of presses of scroll forward key which advances a presentation 
of a schedule of programming in the grid of the EPG Ul a predefined amount of time into 
the future. Also, the applicant argues that the cited references did not disclose an EPG- 
navigation Ul having two display areas where the first area is used for finding shows by 
name or keyword and the second area for finding show by time. 

However, Alexander et al disclose the viewer scrolls up and down the listings for 
each channel and from left to right and right to left to view the listings for a channel 
scheduled for different times during the day. Typically, the left-most portion of the guide 
begins with the earliest scheduled programs and continues to the right serially through 
the listings scheduled at later times during the day, col. 10, lines 36-42. The EPG 
provides the viewer with the opportunity to select program titles, scheduled for delivery 
at future times, col .9, lines 65-66; The viewer can choose to view the Grid Guide in an 
"all channel" format which displays in some order every channel and the listings of 
programs already in progress or scheduled to begin at some time in the future. In the 
"all channel" format, the viewer scrolls up and down the listings for each channel and 
from left to right and right to left to view the listings for a channel scheduled for different 
times during the day, col. 10, lines 32-42; col. 10, lines 43-49, see fig. 9 and fig. 8 where 
the first area contains names and second area has time. This information proves that 
the system is capable of displaying programs in EPG in arranging names in one side 
and time in the other side of the EPG-navigation. 
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And Park et al disclose If the down key value is consecutively input twice in the Full 
EPG mode shown in FIG. 5A, the mode is sequentially changed to the Mini EPG mode 
and then the Quick EPG mode, 0032; key guide information is output enabling the EPG 
modes to be sequentially changed from one mode to another, e.g., from the Full EPG 
mode to the Quick EPG mode or to the Mini EPG mode, the controller 106 controls 
transitions among the EPG modes using, e.g., up .tangle-solidup. And down .tangle- 
soliddn. Keys so that the EPG modes are sequentially changed whenever the up or 
down key value is input, 0031 .with this information, it is clear that the quick EPG- 
navigation is generated in response to triggering user interactions with the remote 
control. As a result, this action is made non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 6-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Alexander et al in view of Park et al, US No.20040032528. 

Re claim 1 , Alexander et al disclose a processor-readable medium having 
processor- executable instructions that, when executed by a processor, performs 
operations comprising: presenting an electronic program guide (EPG) user interface 
(Ul) illustrating a schedule of multimedia programming in a grid pattern, the grid pattern 
having a time dimension and a channel dimension, each multimedia program shown in 
the grid pattern being associated with a time and a channel(see fig . 1 ; a grid guide 22 
where every program is associated with channel and time); 
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monitoring user interactions with the EPG Ul, including presses of a scroll forward key 
indicative of a user's desire to see future scheduled programming in the EPG Ul (EPG 
also records information surrounding the viewer's interaction, col. 28, lines 60-61; see 
fig. 3; the viewer can view program listings scheduled at future times by pressing keys 
32 or 34 to move horizontally about the Grid, col .4, lines 54-56); 

wherein the triggering user interactions include a pre-determined number of presses of 
the scroll forward key or a number of presses of the scroll forward key which advances 
a presentation of a schedule of programming in the grid of the EPG Ul a predefined 
amount of time into the future (the viewer scrolls up and down the listings for each 
channel and from left to right and right to left to view the listings for a channel scheduled 
for different times during the day. Typically, the left-most portion of the guide begins with 
the earliest scheduled programs and continues to the right serially through the listings 
scheduled at later times during the day, col. 10, lines 36-42; and 

responding to a user's selection of one or more of the options of the quick EPG- 
navigation Ul(selecting a theme brings up a screen listing, by time, channel, and title, of 
the programs that are consistent with the selected theme on a second-level theme 
screen, col. 34, lines 46-49). 

But did not explicitly disclose in response to one or more triggering user interactions, 
presenting a quick EPG- navigation Ul that is inlaid within the grid pattern of the 
schedule of multimedia programming, the EPG-navigation Ul having one or more user- 
selectable options therein, 

However, Park et al disclose in response to one or more triggering user interactions, 
presenting a quick EPG- navigation Ul that is inlaid within the grid pattern of the 
schedule of multimedia programming, the EPG-navigation Ul having one or more user- 
selectable options therein(lf the down key value is consecutively input twice in the Full 
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EPG mode shown in FIG. 5A, the mode is sequentially changed to the Mini EPG mode 
and then the Quick EPG mode,0032; 0031; 0029). 

It would have been obvious for any person of ordinary skill in the art at that time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Park into the invention of Alexander 
for the purpose of displaying a quick EPG navigation in response to the triggering user 
interactions with the remote control. 

Re claim 2, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises 
generating the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining which user-selectable options 
to include based upon context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a triggering 
user interaction (the EPG typically returns to the mode in which the viewer was 
operating immediately before selecting the option that triggered the display of the video 
clip, col.20, lines 10-12). 

Re claim 3, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises generating 
the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining positioning of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul within the EPG Ul based upon context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a 
triggering user interaction (the viewer can jump to the channel slot for a particular 
channel by entering the digits of the channel identification number on the key pad of the 
viewer's remote control device. The EPG interprets the number and calculates the 
proper position for the EPG cursor. The EPG then displays the cursor at the appropriate 
channel slot on-screen, col. 16, lines 29-35). 

Re claim 4, Alexander et al disclose wherein the method further comprises generating 
the quick EPG-navigation Ul and determining positioning of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul within the grid pattern of the schedule of multimedia programming based upon 
context of user interactions with the EPG Ul before a triggering user interaction (The 
EPG then displays the cursor at the appropriate channel slot on-screen, col. 16, lines 34- 
35). 
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Re claim 6, Alexander et al disclose wherein the triggering user interactions also 
include are selected from a group consisting of: a performance of a designated 
selection action(the EPG typically returns to the mode in which the viewer was 
operating immediately before selecting the option that triggered the display of the video 
clip.col.20, lines 10-12) . 

Re claim 7, Alexander et al disclose wherein the user- selectable options include an 
option to search future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; an option to look ahead into the schedule of multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul; an option to view one or more live television multimedia programs; an 
option to view one or more on-demand multimedia programs; an option to view one or 
more pay-per-view multimedia programs; an option to view one or more locally stored 
multimedia programs; an option to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia programs; 
an option to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; and an option to filter 
or otherwise adjust the parameters the-to determine which programs are listed by time 
within the grid(the viewer is also given the option of filtering, col.1 1 , lines 35-36). 

Re claim 8, Alexander et al disclose after the presenting of the quick EPG-navigation 
Ul, the quick EPG-navigation Ul comprises one or more display areas, wherein contents 
of such display areas are selected from a group consisting of: one or more options to 
search future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; one or more options to look ahead into the schedule of multimedia 
programming of the EPG Ul; one or more options to view one or more live television 
multimedia programs; one or more options to view one or more on-demand multimedia 
programs; one or more options to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia 
programs; one or more options to view one or more locally stored multimedia programs; 
one or more options to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; one or 
more options to filter or otherwise adjust the parameters tae-to determine which 
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programs are listed by time within the grid(see fig.1 ; a grid guide 22; offer search 
capabilities to the viewer to locate information of interest, col. 18, lines 52-53). 

Re claim 9, Alexander et al disclose wherein the responding to the user's selection 
comprises presenting new content of which is selected from a group consisting of: a 
new EPG Ul listing future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul starting at a time in the future ; a live television multimedia program; a on- 
demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia program; a locally stored 
multimedia program; a multimedia commercial message(viewer can choose to view the 
Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which displays in some order every channel and 
the listings of programs already in progress or scheduled to begin at some time in the 
future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 

Re claim 10, Alexander et al disclose further comprising receiving a scroll forward 
input after the presenting of the EPG-navigation Ul and, in response, presenting the 
EPG without the EPG-navigation UI(scrolling up and down, col. 10, lines 37-42). 

Re claim 1 1 , Alexander et al disclose wherein the quick EPG-navigation Ul is 
presented so that it is inlaid between time blocks of the schedule of multimedia 
programming in the grid pattern and so that it is shown as being associated with a 
channel(see fig. 7, a quick navigation table). 

Re claim 12, Alexander et al disclose a multimedia presentation system comprising: 
a multimedia presentation device, a medium as recited in claim 1(a television receiver, a 
VCR, or a cable box, col. 3, line 25; see rejection on claim 1). 



As claim 13, the claimed "the grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel 
dimension, each multimedia program shown in the grid pattern being associated with a 
time and a channel; means for receiving a user interaction with the EPG Ul, including 
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presses of a scroll forward key indicative of a user's desire to see future scheduled 
programming in the EPG Ul..." is composed as the same structural elements as 
previously discussed with respect to the rejection of claim 1 . 

Re claim 14, Alexander et al disclose further comprising a means for presenting the 
EPG Ul (see fig.1). 

Re claim 15, Alexander et al disclose wherein the triggering user interactions also 
include a press of a scroll backward key indicating a desire to browse backwards in time 
performance of a designated selection action (scrolling up and down, col. 10, lines 37- 
42). 

Re claim 16, Alexander et al disclose wherein the user- selectable options include 
are selected from a group consisting of: an option to search future programming based 
upon one or more characteristics of that programming; an option to look ahead into the 
schedule of multimedia programming of the EPG Ul; an option to view one or more live 
television multimedia programs; an option to view one or more on-demand multimedia 
programs; an option to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia programs; an option 
to view one or more locally stored multimedia programs; an option to view one or more 
multimedia commercial messages; and an option to filter or otherwise adjust the 
parameters to determine which programs are listed by time within the grid(the viewer is 
also given the option of filtering, col . 11 , lines 35-36). 

As claim 17, the claimed " receiving one or more user interactions with an electronic 
program guide user interface illustrating a schedule of multimedia programming in a 
grid pattern, the grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel dimension, each 
multimedia program shown in the grid pattern being associated with a time and a 
channel; monitoring user interactions with the EPG Ul, including presses of a scroll 
forward key indicative of a user's desire to see future scheduled programming in the 



Application/Control Number: 10/698,338 
Art Unit: 2425 



Page 10 



EPG Ul..." is composed as the same structural element as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 1 . 

Re claim 18, Alexander et al disclose wherein the triggering user interactions also 
include a press of a scroll backward key indicating a desire to browse backwards in time 
performance of a designated selection action (scrolling up and down, col. 10, lines 37- 
42). 

Re claim 19, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
Re claim 20, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 10. 

As claim 21 , the claimed " a presentation unit configured to present an electronic 
program guide user interface illustrating a schedule of multimedia programming in a 
grid pattern, the grid pattern having a time dimension and a channel dimension, each 
multimedia program shown in the grid pattern being associated with a time and a 
channel; an input unit configured to monitor and receive user interactions with the EPG 
Ul, including presses of a scroll forward key indicative of a user's desire to see future 
scheduled programming in the EPG Ul..." is composed as the same structural element 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Re claim 22, Alexander et al disclose wherein the new content is selected from a 
group consisting of: a new EPG Ul listing future programming based upon one or more 
characteristics of that programming; a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming 
multimedia programming of the EPG Ul starting at a time in the future ; a live television 
multimedia program; a on-demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia 
program; a locally stored multimedia program and a multimedia commercial 
message(viewer can choose to view the Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which 
displays in some order every channel and the listings of programs already in progress 
or scheduled to begin at some time in the future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 
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Re claim 23, Alexander et al disclose wherein the triggering user interactions also 
include a press of a scroll backward key indicating a desire to browse backwards in time 
performance of a designated selection action (scrolling up and down, col. 10, lines 37- 
42). 

Re claim 24, Alexander et al disclose wherein the user- selectable options include an 
option to search future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; an option to look ahead into the schedule of multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul; an option to view one or more live television multimedia programs; an 
option to view one or more on-demand multimedia programs; an option to view one or 
more pay-per-view multimedia programs; an option to view one or more locally stored 
multimedia programs; an option to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; 
and an option to filter or otherwise adjust the parameters the-to determine which 
programs are listed by time within the grid(the viewer is also given the option of filtering, 
col.11, lines 35-36). 

Re claim 25, is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

Re claim 26, Alexander et al disclose a processor-readable medium as recited in 
claim 25, wherein the new content is selected from a group consisting of: a new EPG Ul 
listing future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that programming; 
a new grid showing a schedule of upcoming multimedia programming of the EPG Ul 
starting at a time in the future; a live television multimedia program; 
a on-demand multimedia program; a pay-per-view multimedia program; 
a locally stored multimedia program; and a multimedia commercial message(viewer can 
choose to view the Grid Guide in an "all channel" format which displays in some order 
every channel and the listings of programs already in progress or scheduled to begin at 
some time in the future, col. 10, lines 32-35). 

Re claim 28, Alexander et al disclose wherein the user- selectable options include an 
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option to search future programming based upon one or more characteristics of that 
programming; an option to look ahead into the schedule of multimedia programming of 
the EPG Ul; an option to view one or more live television multimedia programs; an 
option to view one or more on-demand multimedia programs; an option to view one or 
more pay-per-view multimedia programs; an option to view one or more locally stored 
multimedia programs; an option to view one or more pay-per-view multimedia programs; 
an option to view one or more multimedia commercial messages; and an option to filter 
or otherwise adjust the parameters the-to determine which programs are listed by time 
within the grid(the viewer is also given the option of filtering, col.1 1 , lines 35-36). 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Duclos Saintcyr whose phone number is 571 -270- 
3224. The examiner can normally reach on M-F 7:30-5:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by telephone are not successful, his supervisor, Brian Pendleton, can be 
reach on 571 -272-7527. The fax number for the organization where the application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see htpp://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97(toll free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, dial 800-786-91 99(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Jean Duclos Saintcyr / 
/Brian T Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



